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Although I have a 7x11 treadle press, 
I’ve come to use two small tabletop side- 
levers more and more. Both Goldings, 
one is 4x6, the other 5x73, and both are 
superior for an assortment of small jobs. 
Impression screws are easy to adjust, the 
presses are easy to move, cleanup quick- 
_ er, and take little room. The mechanism 
is generally simpler, with fewer parts to 
get out of order. Disadvantages, besides 


size limitations, are the necessity to re- 
ink more frequently and lack of knuckle 
room for makeready. 


Different Strokes 


Lever presses are of three sorts: side 
levers like the Pilot and Golding, single 
front levers like the Baltimore and Sig- 
walt, and double front levers with closed 
handle such as the Kelsey and Model. 


What sort most satisfactory is a matter 
of personal preference. I started learning 
the trade with a 5x8 Kelsey, owned two 
small Baltimores, used a Pilot extensively 
and have come to prefer Goldings. Good 
work is possible with any. Best is what- 
ever the pressman finds comfortable. 


Working Height 


This depends in part on the height of 
of the pressman buta couple of principles 
should be noted It should be possible to 


ce 


em, 
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grab the lever and depress it while stand- 
ing in a relaxed, upright posture. This 
also applies to feeding table height. For 
me, I find that the top edge of the open 
platen should be several inches below 
my waist, and the feeding tables about 
four inches lower. (I have long arms.) 


Experimentation will enable the press- 
man to arrive at the optimum height. If 
the press is to be used by more than one 
person, adjust for the tallest and arrange 
a box to stand on for those shorter. 


Rollers 


Rollers are the same as for any other 
press. I use synthetics on one press and 
will shortly replace the composition ones 
on the other with synthetic roilers. The 


_ price is greater but they are durable, re- 


main the same size throughout the year, 
and have excellent tack. 


Feeding 


Maximum efficiency is effected by feed- 
ing stock with the right hand, pulling the 
lever and returning it to open position, . 
removing the printed piece with the left 
hand while picking up fresh stock with 
the right. Much speed is lost by keeping 
hold of the lever and handling stock with 
one hand. With a 4x6 side lever, speed 
of 1000 an hour is comfortable; slightly 
slower than a handfed floor press. 


Full Chase Feasible 

Using a 4x6, a form 15 by 25 picas is 
feasible, with enough space for gauge pins 
and a gripper. I printed a 3x5 book thus, 
a page at a time. 


What Size? 


This depends of course on what size of 
printing is planned. A 3x5 is a good one 
for business cards and many printers in 


this country start learning on the ubiqui- 
tous Kelsey. Mostly, one is told, ‘‘Get the 
biggest press you can afford,” which is 
the cart before the horse Assuming there 
is a choice, a 4x6 or 5x8 will enable more 
scope and still be of manageable size. 


The Used Press 
Unless parts are currently available or 


you have plenty to spend, stay clear of 
antique models with missing parts, as re- 
placements can cost as much as the car- 
cass. Such presses have oddball chases, 
non-standard threads and unusual roller 
trucks. Roller cores are the least expen- 
sive items to replace. 


Fimally .... 


I find the tabletop lever press pleasing 
to look at and use, and prefer printing 
with both feet on the floor. 


Colophon 


Body type is 8 pt. Barnhart Bros. & 
Spindler No. 9. Display is Globe Gothic 
Extended, 8 & 18 pt. 


Presswork is done witha 5x74 Golding 
Official side lever, two pages up. 
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